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" I don't care a damn for what they are" replied
the millionaire, " I care only for what they look
like. And they look as if I hadn't a darned dollar
to spend on them/' The consequence was that
my informant was sent about his business and
another expert called in who promptly performed
an operation on the face of nature akin to that
which beauty shops perform on the face of woman.
This gave his patron complete satisfaction. Well,
that is how Hollywood has been treated. If a
city in a fine situation and with a lovely climate
could be thought of as going to a beauty shop
and having its face lifted, its fingers manicured,
its eyebrows plucked, its hair set in permanent
waves, its eyes made to glow with strange lights,
the result would be a place like Hollywood, Of
course it may be said that nature is made better
by no means but nature makes those means*
But what about the means that make nature
worse ? Does she make them ? My meta-
physical friends assure me that she does, and that
I should be a dualist, or a Manichaean or some
other kind of philosophical pariah if I thought
otherwise* My answer is, I would rather be a
dualist or a Manichaean or a philosophical pariah
or even " a pagan suckled in a creed outworn "
than believe that nature uses lipstick, or is respon-
sible for Hollywood either by day or by night.

She is a portent and an astonishment, in direct
succession from Delilah, the mistress of the
Strong Man. When you first see her you say>